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ERNARDS LETTERS 1953

Boise lda. I5 Juls
N Dear komg o

‘ Juc't & note for now, doing fine. Our pawrocdl has steare
ted tod: veo We zre in! Our picture will be in the Post. Ve
found out we are headed for Fort Lewis in Washington. :Our
bus leeves to the Reilroad stetion (city bus th at 1s) In I5
Min. I-Iarold snd I ere in the Boise PostOffice. Ve stayed in
the Id ho Hotel, the seme one we steyed in for basketball
lest winter. Vill be in Ft, Lewis at least IO days. Vill let
you hear from me eagzin soon. as @lways Bernie.

Thur,: IT Juls 1983

Dear Mom, Al,Lois, &and &ll,

Well arrived in North Ft, Lewis to day Thur. Went akl
night from 2Boise by train slept on 2 pullmen ate supper on
the trein.Arrived here about 3 Oclock.

We csaw a lot to day. We left Boise on the Portland Rose.
chenged trains at Portland, ceme to Taceme this morning. Ve
sew tug boets =nd berges.along most of the way and many large
draw bridges, I guéss that we saw some stecmboats and some
even lerger. There were lerge lymber yerds every since Nempa .

1 I'1l send you my address , we'll probebly be in Ft.
A Lewis @bout a week or so, you mey get one letter to me before
" I get mewed from here.

We traveled in good style to here, Iwas surprised to
find out whet things esre like, not as I expected. There are tw
two groups in since we arrived. VB saw Ft. Lewis from the
bus we went to North Ft. Lewis, & separete camp, so I may
not see the fellows that I knew that were stationed at Ft.
Lewis. However I may get sway Sunday and if I cen I will try
to attend the L.D. S. services, Ithink they haye them at Ft.
Levwis, if thay 8¢ I mey see some of the fellows. The camps
ere really much lerger then I suprosed they would be. We'll
get stzrted on tests, lectures and other stuff tomorrow I ;
guesse. Ihope and pray that I may come out of these tests' with
a chence for acmething better then reguler army. Love Bernie.

Dear Dadg
.This army is reklly a boy scout orgenizetion if I ever saw

i one, everybody tries to pass the buck to everybody else . The
' sargents give every one under them the devil,and it goes on
dom. We were given our clothes yesterdzy,A barrocks bag
then told to strip down and donate our clothes '[:o,the churches

or put them dn the bottom of the bag. They gave us £ gocd
v . f£it on our shoes. I can't soy thet much slse fits excert my
' het, socks belt gnd tie.

Todzy is I8th I er in Service center &t North Ft. Lweis
ve've just had a floorshow. Clothes; they gave us two peirs
of field boots,one of oxfords, i of‘ dress sox, 6 works sox
2 towels 2 bel 5,2 ties, 2 vork shirte.2 work pants,5 dress
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pents end shirts, + doz. each of underclothes & reagh coat
and a jacket, 4 caps, 2 necklas and we'll get tags with our
nzmes and seris} number blood type. The Ghespléin rentioned
3 groups of religion, Jewish, Cztholic And Protestent, stme
L.D.S. fellows had en X on theirs.

I had = good time lionday night. Mary Ann got off so we
vent to Shelley to & good musicel show, with Gordon McRee in
"Desert Song" it's beautiful in color.

I got up early end visited with Al end Lois. All of us
went to the Armory in al's car and I left on the buses You
probebly saw our picture in the Post, the four of us are
still togather. I'm going to Church in the morning, there
are plenty of guys who wont be so the army won't suffer for
help. After the first dey I got sort of used to sargents
hollering*
lionday we will be given about 8 or ¢ tests They are greded
by meachine so that we will know the score slmost as soon as
we ere finished .There will be four months of besic, we then
could apply for officers treining, but looks to me like
officers ere merried to the Army. Theve never seen so many
negroes , but they sey there not meny hape- none in my bar-
racks - some Indiens here too.

Should en emergency erise the festest =nd only wey to
get in touch with us is through the Red Cross, giving them
our add.& serial aumber,

Yout loving son Bernie
Veek of July 23 I953

I must heve done elright in tests todoy beesuse T cteyed
with ebout 4 the group to take 0.C.S. test, even if I hed
& chence I wouldN't take it beceuse it mesns snother year
end the active reserve till one is 65. I went to Church.
They cen't keep you from ettending Church. T think T heve
never heard & more inspiring Sacrement Service. J Farl,0lscn
end I we took Harold with us. I played a little ping pong
end weited aeround till T:3¢ for Priestood Meeting. Vhen I
wekked in was I ever surprised, I saw three fellows from
Ricks,I went with them,after meeting, to théir barrecks un-
til the 7 Oclock meeting. There are 3 or 4 fellows from
Rexburg I sure enjoyed seeing ther.

I enjoyed Szcrement Meeting. Therc wes one fellcw who
talked,he and only been & member since last week, he wes
converted while binking with & returned missionsry, he was
certainly glad to have met so many good L.D. 8. llen &nd be
beptized before shipping out. He has been through his four
months of besic. I felt better after going to Church. I'll
let ycu know my chenged address, th:t should be fairly per-
menent ebout I6 weeks of besic training.

We hzd ten tests this morning, resding some, proticle
meth., and mechenics. Ve get a2 privete interview tomerrow.
Ve got our "dog tegs" to day. And st church we filled out &
slip end got our church bocks , the smzll copy of the Book
of liormon ,FPrinciples of the Gospel,and L.D.S. tags, -2~

Lave Bawi 7o
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Once todey I felt grest, wes put on 2 big deteail,
vetering leens, the shubbery is mostly evergreens, the netu-
rel trees sbe firs. Ve had four lengths of gardeny .. ...
I00 yds. ebout every third barracks and kooked the hose in

‘ the sinks through the window and wetered eround the building
there are sbout 20 berracks ,the lewms ezre large, there were
six of us two to each set of hoses. After dinner we did it
21l over agzin. The grass looks the szme as the gress in the
swemps end benks along Tom's creck where it is wetest, I saw
a little clover scettered and plenty of mocs. It must be @
swemp grass it sure tekes the water. Im surprised there
aren't lilys end weter cress. The weter is worm it never did
get cold to drink.

A lcKenzie kiid frem Arco ceme,2 grendson of our neighbor
Bight fellows from Jefferson Co. came All were returned miss-
ionaries, If there are 52 weeks to = year I just have 50%
left in the first round,

Sundey; Show this pictuer to &1, looks like & rezl heppy
character don't you think? You lock into & machine, sign
reeds, Hold still when red light is ony, It's like locking
into & mirror you see yourself. Then the pictures look like
they should be hsnging in the Post Office some place, hayha,
I just finiched about five gemes of ping pong won four of
them. I read & little tract I got in Church last week "Two
yesrs in Service cam be Profiteble" By Pres. Clark.Heve

‘ enother one, Vhat lormons believe' Rey Thorrson fron Suger
City is giving the Priesthocd lesson todey. They are serving
cofiee tnd doughnuts , the dounhnuis are good and the weter
is not bud. J. Barl is going to Bliss Texe

I went through I6 Hrs. K.P. today. Some mess halle ere
better then others. Sare of the cooks-- most of which have
& rank of Corp. Barg. Btc.-- sre Pretty ignorant , they know
that you are here at the R.C. for a short timé and they treet
you like slaves, others are nice.

We hed o G.I. party today, thet is vhere you scrub the
floor with scrubbing brushes,then ybu sweep them with broams,
then with mops,end then dry mops. Windows,galls, everywhere

‘cant even use the shower untill after inspection Sate. ebout
(9 oclock. One kid had to scrub floor with tocthbrush, one
hed to gig e hole 6x6x6 znd put & cigerett butt in andfill
in that he through on the ground. love Bernie.
Tues 28 Jul. I953
Dear Dadj How is every thing in Island Park? Are the Huck-
leberriesripe? Todecy we ere in Ft.Ord.x" If I were a Gen,
the fellows who dont smoke would't heve to pick up cigeretts
stubs.

‘ Ve left Ft. Lewis by bus, we treveled for gbout 45 min.
At the Seattle Tecome Olympia airport we boarded & learge
United Airlines Plane. There were 23 of us and gbout as meny

other pesengers, we flew to Sen Francisco, I did not sit by

& window end besides I was just above a wing. I did see the
oceen, meny high snow ceped meuntaing end the Golden Gete
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Bridge. When we got to Los Angeles we flew from there to

Monterey on a smaller plene -held about 28 or 30 beside baggage
we ceme into the Fort by bus. Jay West wemt to Texas, Olson
went to Virginia, Harold Ireland and I are here , that's of
the four of us who left Edsho Falls togather.

I thought it would be hot here but I have'nt seen the sun
yet juet fog. It has been colder thenm in Weshington, and today
we were issued winter clothing, wool jackets, trousers, long
underwear, wool caps,and gloves. They say it is as cold as it
will get the yeay around here, so I guess it womt be bad if
it's never colder then this. At leazst it will be better for
training than it would be if it were hbt. Wou have to wear full
uniform every where outside of your barracks, that could be
warm on a warm éay.

I just saw Mr Wett's daughter-in-law, she was an Andrus
fram Thornmton you would know her fether, Don Wetts, her husband
is stationed here I understand. Kenneth Patterson, a misskonary
from Burley, has been in the seme group as I since we were in
Washington, end in the same barracks I hope we dont get sep-
arated I like him, He's a swell guy. We are the only non -gen-
tiles ,or heathens in the batracks. There are really some
rough characters here I tell you. Love Bernie.

Add; Pvt. Bernard E. Knapp US 56211695 il e
Co. M 63rd Inf. Regto il 67U
Fort Ord, Calif.
set. July 25y I953,

Dear Dad;

How is everything going? Wellif we could do all the work
assigned us here and then do socmething else we could work two
hours and rest ten. There are a lot of kids here who never
worked before. You have noticed how people around the mill
wetch you work.Their eyes nearly pop out, Kids here talk about
work ing but they don't know what yodmesn., If you ever work
they wetch you like it was something they never saw before.

I got my shipping orders Fri.I will leave for Ft. Ord
Mon. It's necr San Francisco.

One day I watered Lawns all day, One kid had a lawn mower
for sbout & hrs. 4= wheelbarrow would have cut about as muclh.
Swemp grass must be the viriety no lawn grass would grow in
so much water, they have moss and toadstools growing in them
funny they dont heve waterliliese

1 did resl well on my tests ,the interrigation officer
seid I did average on radio and well above averege on all the
others, He said I cen apply for mearly any school which might
be open.,we cen meke application in about sox weeks,to pass
0.C. S. takes a score of 115 I got IT4. I don't care thought
If you Pass it you are ih the reserve until youere 65 and
have to spend two full yeers after you get through with 9 mo.

1 4
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or a year of schooling. They put down that I had taken art =
and typing. I'll get aome sleep we got up at 4330, on K.P,
‘ it*s 3330 till 7330 , 16 hrs Sun. we slpep Lete 5330 ha,ha,
Tell all hello, yours Bernie.

. Mon Aug. 3 1953

Dear Monm. ‘
Well it seems like ages since I have written.I guess I'll
finally have a permanent add., et least for 8 weeks, unless
I shbuld get a break, it will be 16, we are in a 16 week basic
" company. A heavy Infantry co. It will be larger guns for foot
soldiers, machine guns,bazooks,recoil riffels,etc,
The lights are out early than usual.gemerly 11330 and we
get up about 4345 or 5315, its's a long dey when you start
that early. Tell every one hello ,aunt Jenny if you write to her
First four weeks we were quarentined like prisoners. we
have about one hour free time scattered over the day, when we
must shine shoes mend clothing and do laundry. Our platoon
sergesnt is a Negro, There are two IDS twins from St.George but
I am not lucky enough to have one.Things should get better that
is we will likely loose our cuzrentine, that depends on how we
do things and of the 6 platoons in our M Co.guess we hawe the
worst reputation, thet means we get the last choice of every-
thing, we have same smart alecks in our platoon. WE had classes
about 6 hours today, we got our M1 rifles yesterday. We wers
B merched to church yesterday. ¥/ It was 8sc. Meeting, Eld. Spen-
‘ cer W. Kimball spoke about 8 minutes. Hello to everyone
Love Bernie.
Dad, dont send my camera we have no way to lockanything.
Tues July 28 '53
! How ere you? Sunday some of my friends were at church.
I met Kennethpﬁatterson, a returned missionary, from Burley,
He's a sweet guy .a little taller end heavier tham I. He vol-
unteered at priesthood meeting to talk in church, he certainly
gave a wonderful talk. He shopped to Ft. Ord with Harold and I
Jay West went to Ft. Bliss Tex.Bet it's hot there. Aboit like
Wash. here. g
Mondey morning we left Ft. Lewis by bus. At seattle Tacoma,
Olympie airport we left by large U.S. airliner, there vwere 22
fellows and a sargent pluss the ordineary passingers 15-25pluss
all our baggege. We left 12315 and vere in S.F. 2bout 4320, The
airport at Seattle was larger building thean the two I.F.hospital
nurses home and Temple combined I guess. Ve didnt go in it they
had other stations where we got our tickets, larger than I.F.
Rail Road Depot.Guess S.F. is pretty large, we saw the ocean ,
the Golden Gate and Say Bridge from the air ,JE flew from S.F.to
‘ Monterey on a smeller planes it held about 30, we eame to the Ft.
by army truck.
We ceme here to the service club to get awet from doing
detail, if your around the barracks they get you sleeping,weit-
ing or whatever. The fort is enormous in size, I dont really




know how large for one thing it is built uponm rolling hills,‘

An orchestra is playing it is medeup of G.I.'swho have
checked out instruments just to play them. This wasting time
goes slow,I went to the barracks, the orderly is a new drafbee
like myself, he said dont come in go to the P x or Service
club or you'll get put on detail. The Service Club wascmoto
open so I sat onm the podrch took my Testiment and read most
all the First Gospel. After dinner we marched about two mihes
vhere we were givem clothes, woolen jackets and pants léather
gloves and long underwear two caps and infantry button,

After about a momth of basic we cam put in for schooling
I think I will do like Harold plans, he is going to put in
for "Treining Aids" he sais that has to do with lettering and
such. They give you Jst 2nd 3rd choice.I did well enough on
my tests.

The PX is a large modern store, with everything to sell.
Ft. Ord is the size of a city, more compact than a town , not
so many vacant lots. Kenny said yesterday when we got on the
plane,"Oh, if my mother knew where I was she would just die."
He was in Va, and S.C. on his mission and sounds like a south-
erner Love Bernie. :

Heve been chosen e of 20 to work for C.I.84,Counter
Intelligence Corps.
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